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B Advent 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

Patronal Feast Day of the United States of America 

12-8-20 
 
 
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 
Dear family, if someone were to ask you a question: 
 “What is the single most important sentence EVER uttered … 
  by any human … since Adam and Eve?” 
 
 What would be … your answer? 
 
I thought about it for a while yesterday … 

and reached a conclusion as to what that sentence might be … 
  and then, in all seriousness, tried to think of any that might be … 

what we would call … a CLOSE SECOND … 
    or even what would make the TOP TEN. 
 
So before I answer that question: 
 What is the single most important sentence EVER uttered … 
  by ANY human … since Adam and Eve … 
 
Let’s ponder what else might be in the top 10. 
 
Surely a prerequisite to being a top-tenner must BE … 
 that the sentence is TIMELESS … 
  that is to say … it should be applicable to all times and all places. 
 
Here are some candidates for top-ten-ers  

that came to mind when pondering this. 
 
The first thought was something in Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. 
 Like the FIRST sentence: 

 

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, 

a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men 

are created equal. 
 
That is a profound statement for it necessarily pre-supposes … a Creator! 
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Or maybe it would be the LAST sentence: 
 

It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us —  

 that from these honored dead –  

 
as Catholics, we could ponder how this applies to martyrs -   

 

 That from these honored dead we take increased devotion  

to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion — 

 
again, as Catholics, we could ponder how this applies to US 

who have been BLESSED by the sacrifice of the martyrs 

 

that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain— 

that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom … 
 

again, as Catholics, we could ponder how this applies to US 
 in the public forum of a nation that was FOUNDED  
  by those who believed in God. 

 
Well … as great as were Lincoln’s words … they are not timeless … 

because they mean so little for so many today. 
We SAW that a mere month ago … when about half the people … 
 demonstrated zero appreciation … 

    for the sacrifices of so many who paid the PRICE …  
     for our ONE nation UNDER GOD. 
 
Lincoln’s words generally DID apply to the tens of millions of US  

who want to KEEP America Great … 
 but did NOT apply to the tens of millions who want to BE … 
  Godless minions in the RESET of a new world order. 
 

So Lincoln’s words in the midst of the Civil War … are not timeless. 
 
So I kept pondering … 

Looking through human history at statements made 
  by this great statesman … or that great statesman … 
   yet still, whilst perhaps PROFOUND for their times … 
    still were not timeless … 
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they still would not resonate for all times and in all places. 
 
Even yesterday, December 7th …  

the 79th anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor 
  and the stunning summation by FDR … 

   “a date which will live in infamy ….” 

    HIS words have faded from the public consciousness. 
 
 Who remembers that a total 2,403 people died that day, 
  1,177 on just the Arizona? 
 
Indeed, who remembers how we held up police and firefighters as HEROES 

just 19 years ago … with another day of infamy:  9-11 
  a date when a GREATER number of people were killed, 2,977 … 

plus another 6,000 were injured. 
 
Who of us remembers a single quote from THAT day? 
 The Godless radicals we see rioting, looting, burning and shooting 

certainly are not upholding the heroism 
   of all those who risk their lives daily to serve and protect US! 
 
We could search our history books … for this quote or that … 
 and find that it DOES seem that a preponderance of quotes  

stem from greatest trials, usually war. 
 War is a breeding ground for such things. 

 
I personally am moved so deeply by Tennyson’s recounting 
 of the Charge of the Light Brigade: 
 

Not tho’ the soldier knew SOME one … had blunder’d: 

Theirs not to make reply, Theirs not to reason why, 

Theirs but to do and die: 

Into the valley of Death rode the six hundred. 
 
Glorious words all,  

arising from some of the greatest trials in human experience … 
  but largely irrelevant to the uneducated masses 
   produced by the dumbed down Godless  

government school systems. 
 
So none of them can be a top TEN-ER … 
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 because they are NOT timeless, always and everywhere applicable. 
 
So if mere human words …  

even words produced by statesmen and poets in times of trials and war 
can’t crack the top ten because they’re not really timeless … 

what would it take to make … the top 10? 
 

Then it dawned on me that to find candidates for the Top 10, 
we should look … NOT to mere human words … 

  but to human words inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
 
With that focus and direction, hopefully each one of us  

could come up with at least a FEW verses of Sacred Scripture, 
 off the cuff, so to speak … 
  that would make the cut … 
   MAYBE … even find one that could be a close second. 
 

However … if you asked ME …  
“What is the single most important sentence EVER uttered … 

  by any HUMAN … since Adam and Eve?” … 
   something said to which there is NOT even a close second … 

Here is my answer: 
 

Ecce ancilla domini … fiat mihi … secundum verbum tuum.” Lk 1:38 
 
In English: 

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord;  

let be to me according to your word.” 
 
More properly translated … it truly, genuinely means: 

 I am the SLAVE … of the Lord. 
 
The future of all mankind …  and our own personal past, present and future 
 ALL depended UPON … THOSE WORDS …  

the FIAT of our Blessed Mother. 
For as we know, WITH her Fiat SHE became  

the mother of our Savior. 
 
Her words were the ultimate HUMAN blessing to all who came after her 

which is why she proclaimed to Elizabeth shortly thereafter: 
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“From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

 The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is His Name.” 
On this day when we HONOR the Immaculate Conception  

of the Mother of God …  
let us conclude by hearing the words of the Papal Encyclical 
 Ineffabilis Deus … the 1854 Encyclical of Blessed Pius IX 

that attests to her being FILLED with GRACE … 
exactly as the Holy Archangel Gabriel proclaimed 

in today’s Gospel … QUOTE: 
 

… Accordingly, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,  

for the honor of the Holy and undivided Trinity,  

for the glory and adornment of the Virgin Mother of God,  

for the exaltation of the Catholic Faith, 

and for the furtherance of the Catholic religion,  

 

by the authority of Jesus Christ our Lord,  

of the Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, and by our own:  

 

“We declare, pronounce, and define that the doctrine  

which holds that the most Blessed Virgin Mary,  

in the first instance of her conception,  

by a singular grace and privilege granted by Almighty God,  

 

in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the human race,  

was preserved free from all stain of original sin,  

is a doctrine revealed by God and therefore to be believed  

firmly and constantly — by all the faithful.”[29] 

Hence, if anyone shall dare — which God forbid! —  

to think otherwise than as has been defined by us,  

let him know and understand  

that he is condemned by his own judgment;  

 

that he has suffered shipwreck in the faith;  

that he has separated from the unity of the Church;  

and that, furthermore, by his own action he incurs  

the penalties established by law  

if he should are to express in words or writing  
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or by any other outward means  

the errors he think in his heart.” 
 
These dogmatic words convey the fullness of the Truth … 
 that our Blessed Mother … most certainly DID speak … 
  the single most important sentence EVER uttered … 
   by ANY HUMAN … 
    since Adam and Eve: 
 

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord;  

let be to me according to your word.” 
 
BECAUSE … dear family, we actually ARE in a VERY REAL WAR …  

a war for our eternal souls … 
 and suffering and martyrdom ARE our promised lot in life. 

 
AND … we recognize in every martyr a simple but MOST PROFOUND TRUTH: 
 Another quote someone just gave me today: 
 
“Christianity uniquely loses EVERY BATTLE … 
 BUT … wins every war!” 
 
Dear family we KNOW … how the book ENDS! 
 We KNOW … Christus Vincit … Christ conquers! 
 
But in the meantime, to help us ENDURE … all the battle scars we incur 
 To help us endure all the wounds we suffer … 
  Let us remember the greatest words ever spoken 

By any human … since Adam and Eve … 
 

The words of our own Blessed Mother who taught us, in one sentence, 
How to face … the daily battle for the salvation of souls: 
 And the inevitability of scars and wounds: 

 
Let us ALL … ALWAYS echo her words: 

 I am the handmaid … I am the servant … I am the slave … of the Lord. 

  Be it done to me according to thy word. 
 
 
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
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Gn 3:9-15, 20 

After the man, Adam, had eaten of the tree, the LORD God called to the man and asked him, “Where are 

you?”  He answered, “I heard you in the garden; but I was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid myself.” Then 

he asked, “Who told you that you were naked? You have eaten, then, from the tree of which I had forbidden you 

to eat!” The man replied, “The woman whom you put here with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and so I ate 

it.”  The LORD God then asked the woman, “Why did you do such a thing?” The woman answered, “The 

serpent tricked me into it, so I ate it.” 

Then the LORD God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, you shall be banned from all the 

animals and from all the wild creatures; on your belly shall you crawl, and dirt shall you eat all the days of your 

life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike at your 

head, while you strike at his heel.” 

The man called his wife Eve, because she became the mother of all the living. 

 

Responsorial Psalm PS 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 

R. (1) Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous deeds. 

Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done wondrous deeds; 

His right hand has won victory for him, his holy arm. 

R. Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous deeds. 

 

The LORD has made his salvation known: in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice. 

He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness toward the house of Israel. 

R. Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous deeds. 

 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation by our God. 

Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; break into song; sing praise. 

R. Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous deeds. 

 

Eph 1:3-6, 11-12 

Brothers and sisters: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens, as he chose us in him, before the foundation of the world, to 

be holy and without blemish before him. In love he destined us for adoption to himself through Jesus Christ, in 

accord with the favor of his will, for the praise of the glory of his grace that he granted us in the beloved. 

In him we were also chosen, destined in accord with the purpose of the One who accomplishes all things 

according to the intention of his will, so that we might exist for the praise of his glory, we who first hoped in 

Christ. 

 

Alleluia   See Lk 1:28 

Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women. 
 

Gospel Lk 1:26-38 

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a 

man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary.  And coming to her, he said, 

“Hail, full of grace!  The Lord is with you.”  But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what 

sort of greeting this might be.  Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 

with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will be 
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great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, 

and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his Kingdom there will be no end.”  But Mary said to 

the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?”  And the angel said to her in reply, “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  Therefore the child to 

be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in 

her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God.” 

Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.  May it be done to me according to your word.”  Then the 

angel departed from her. 


